JMEWS is to provide a forum for the community of scholars who are contributing to knowledge production in Middle Eastern gender studies and who will look to JMEWS as a primary venue for their scholarly contributions, as well as an arena for contemplation and debate.
Second, this journal reflects the institutional growth and disciplinary expansion of women's studies over the same time period. Throughout North America and Europe, many universities have added women's studies components to their curricula, with doctoral degrees offered in some cases. Such programs are also beginning to internationalize their curricula, in the desire to expand and deepen knowledge about women's lives through explicitly international, interdisciplinary, and comparative perspectives. Feminist theory has also been greatly expanded and revised in multiple ways by scholars from around the world. For example, women's studies scholarship has been deeply informed by scholars from the global south, who have urged the re-evaluation of taken-for-granted Western feminist assumptions through the close examination of local specificities and the ways in which those local specificities inflect and expand Western feminist theories. The result has been the tremendous and exciting growth of women's studies as a more internationally inclusive and comparative field, deeply informed by transnational feminist perspectives. Furthermore, women's studies has been dramatically influenced by developments in other fields, including but not limited to cultural studies, poststructuralism, postcolonial studies in both the humanities and social sciences, science and technology studies, masculinity studies, and emergent forms of historiography and ethnography. Indeed, these are heady times in women's studies, as the intellectual scope and vision of the field continues to grow.
Perhaps nowhere has the growth of women's studies as a field been more evident than in the Middle Eastern region. Over the past decade, the region has seen a proliferation of women's studies programs and research centers, where Middle Eastern scholars are producing rich and critical studies informed by new developments in feminist theory and new analytical tools such as oral histories, multi-sited ethnography, and collaborative women-centered research. Those same scholars are, in turn, generating new developments in feminist theory and training future generations of Middle Eastern women's studies scholars. In this region, feminist and women's organizations also abound, providing a rich field for scholarly work and collaboration. JMEWS hopes to capture the excitement of this scholarly and activist momentum in the Middle East, through articles by regional scholars, including those who trace the historical development of the field. Indeed, JMEWS will serve as an important resource for scholars from around the globe who are interested in gender studies of the Middle East. In offering a forum for publication of the exciting work on gender studies in the Middle East, JMEWS will provide between its covers a rich scholarly reference source for those interested in the field.
Finally, JMEWS is an exceptionally timely publication because of the unfortunate events of the new millennium in which we now live. Following September 11, 2001, the Middle East region moved to the forefront of global media attention. Yet, the tropes used to describe and portray this region are often distorted or uninformed. Not surprisingly, Middle Eastern women's lives are being used symbolically in global media discourses to reinscribe negative images of Islam and of culturally embedded patriarchy. Topics such as women's veiling, purdah, and honor killings are part and parcel of the essentializing media obsession that has accompanied the events of September 11, the overthrow of the Taliban in Afghanistan, and the U.S.-led war in Iraq. There are far too many media pundits asked to comment on Middle Eastern women's lives without any first-hand knowledge of those lives, including their complexity and their richness. It is therefore imperative that an informed scholarly sensibility be brought to bear on the material being generated about the Middle East, its dominant religion, Islam, and women's lives in the region. A journal such as JMEWS can do just that-namely, serve as a corrective and scholarly antidote in an era of profound misinformation. Eventually, it may even attract the attention of those policy makers and pundits who are asked to make public assertions about women's lives in the Middle
And what is "the Middle Eastern region"? From a traditional Middle Eastern Studies perspective, the region stretches from North Africa through Iraq, and covers the non-Arab countries of Turkey, Iran, Afghanistan, and Israel, as well as sub-Saharan Sudan. But in an age of globalization and transnationalism, such a geographically bounded notion of the Middle East is too limiting. Middle Eastern peoples now live in multiple diasporic communities around the globe, often maintaining intimate connections to homelands, while participating actively as citizens in host communities. Wars, economic crises, and political uncertainties have served as "push" factors for Middle Eastern migrants and refugees, who can now be found in the millions in the countries of Europe, North America, South America, Asia, and subSaharan Africa. Thus, to a considerable degree, the Middle East also exists "abroad" and can no longer usefully be thought of only as a regionally bounded entity.
Other ways of mapping the Middle East are equally important. For example, Islam supercedes the Middle Eastern region, connecting Muslims in such disparate locations as sub-Saharan Africa, Central Asia, and Europe. Islamization, including women's activism in Islamist movements, is not limited to the Middle East; political Islam shares a vocabulary and operating principles that can be assessed comparatively and internationally, beyond the confines of the Middle Eastern region. If the importance of comparative work is, in general, critical in a global age, its importance is also clear for many other hotly contested "global" topics, such as democracy, human rights codes, personal status laws, and educational reform. Similarly, local-level studies of media or popular culture benefit from a comparative framework, particularly in an era of global mediascapes. This is not to suggest that the traditional area studies approach to the Middle East is no longer useful. As is clear from the annual meeting of the Middle East Studies Association, scholars working on historical and contemporary issues in the Middle Eastern region itself have an important role to play in knowledge production. However, from our perspective as the Editors of JMEWS, the conceptual maps shaping the Middle East have expanded to incorporate topics of gender beyond Middle Eastern borders. And so we are committed to publishing comparative work on gender, so long as that work clearly speaks in demonstrable ways to issues affecting the lives of women in the Middle Eastern region. Furthermore, JMEWS will not limit its attention to women. In our commitment to an inclusive gender studies perspective, we welcome research on men and masculinities, as well as work on lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transsexual communities across the region. Indeed, we hope that work on Middle Eastern sexualities will eventually become a prominent feature of JMEWS. We also hope to publish work from multiple disciplines in the social sciences and humanities, ranging from macroeconomics to ethnomusicology. Scholars from disciplines outside these domains, such as public health, social work, public policy, architecture, and urban planning, are also encouraged to submit work of potential interest to JMEWS readers.
In this inaugural issue of JMEWS, we are extremely pleased to offer articles by a number of outstanding scholars who have helped to define the field of Middle East women's studies. All of them have been active in AMEWS as presidents or executive board members, and all of them have agreed to par-ticipate in the future of JMEWS as associate editors or editorial advisory board members. Their research speaks to vital themes of feminist activism, political and economic participation, kinship and family life in the Middle East and its diaspora. Thus, these articles provide a strong foundation for what we envision as a lively and productive scholarly conversation. We welcome you to that conversation, hoping you will generously contribute your articles, your ideas, and your readership to the pages of JMEWS. We also want to recognize the significant role of Jennifer Olmsted, Editor of the MEWS Review. The idea for JMEWS grew out of the success of the MEWS Review, which will continue in a revised, online form beginning this year.
3.We are particularly grateful to Kate Caras, Director of Electronic and Serials Publishing of IUP, who has been a wonderful advocate and sagacious adviser. Her staff, including the journal designers, have also been most helpful.
